
- Meet a member of the UKOSS Steering Committee
      -	 New addition to the UKOSS programme coming soon

The UKOSS Team would like to wish 
you all a very Happy New Year!

There are already a number of new additions to the UKOSS programme planned for 2026, the first of which will be 
endocrine neoplasia (more details about this below). Details of all new studies will be announced on our website 
and we will of course email all reporters with the protocols and case definitions. 

THIS MONTH
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Does UKOSS make a difference to policy and clinical guidelines?
Yes! In the 20 years since the platform’s 
inception, UKOSS publications have been cited by 
policymakers and clinicians globally.

A newly published study explores how evidence 
gathered through UKOSS has been cited in policy 
and clinical guidelines. Since 2005, 96 articles 
reporting UKOSS data have been published, about 
two-thirds of which have been mentioned at least 
once in a policy document or clinical guideline.

The findings suggest that UKOSS evidence is 
meeting an important need for information that 
policymakers and clinicians cannot easily get 
from other sources. The contribution of UKOSS 
to the UK and worldwide response to Covid-19 
was particularly noteworthy and is explored in 
depth in the paper. Going forward, there is scope 
to speed up the translation of evidence into policy 
and practice – which means making sure we keep 
asking the right questions and plan for effective 
communication and dissemination. Read the full 
publication here.
Reference: Tunn R and Knight M. Use of evidence from the UK Obstetric 
Surveillance System in policy and clinical practice: a descriptive study 
using citation tracking [version 1; peer review: awaiting peer review]. 
NIHR Open Res 2026, 6:5 (doi.org/10.3310/nihropenres.14196.1)

Figure 1. Geographic distribution of policy citations of 
UK Obstetrics Surveillance System evidence

Figure 2. UK Obstetrics Surveillance System publications 
�and policy citations over time
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Hospital Monthly Reporting Rates over SIX MONTHS (June - November 2025)
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Peripartum Hysterectomy study ending this month
Please be reminded that the Peripartum Hysterectomy Study (PHY) is ending on 31st January. 

We would be grateful if you could double check that all cases from your unit have been identified and reported to us. 

Also, please do make sure that you have submitted two control forms alongside each case form (NB: the controls 
should be the two women who delivered immediately before the case)

NEW CONDITION starting early this year!

Endocrine related neoplasia syndromes
MEN1, MEN2/3 and VHL are hereditary endocrine tumour syndromes that are most frequently identified through 
genetic testing of at-risk family members. These genetic syndromes are rare but cumulatively are estimated to affect 
100 pregnant women per year in the UK. Small studies and anecdotal case reports suggest increased maternal and 
neonatal complications in pregnancies among women affected by these genetic syndromes but at present there are 
no guidelines for the management or surveillance of pregnant women with MEN1, MEN2/3 and VHL. Adding this to 
data collection will enable us to determine the incidence of MEN1, MEN2/3 and VHL in pregnancy and describe the 
management of both maternal and neonatal outcomes.

The start date for this study is still to be confirmed but we will email all reporters with the final case definition and 
short protocol as soon as possible.

Case Report Summary for Studies up until the end of December 2025

Study

Actual 
number 

of 
reported 

cases

Data 
collection 

forms 
returned

Number of forms 
returned that were 

found to be not 
cases 

/ reported in error

Data 
Collection 

forms 
returned that 
are confirmed 

cases

Expected 
number of 
confirmed 

cases

Amniotic Fluid Embolism 453 438 173 265 251

HLH 13 10 1 9 4

Peripartum hysterectomy – 
CASES 295 228 10 218 400

Peripartum hysterectomy – 
CONTROLS N/A 415 N/A N/A N/A

Severe Respiratory Virus – 
RECOVERY & REMAP-CAP 
trials

34 34 32 2 189

New study applications

UKOSS continues to welcome study applications from all 
clinical and research staff. If you or your colleagues would like to 
approach UKOSS with new study ideas or have any questions 
at all regarding the study application process, then please do 
not hesitate to get in touch via ukoss@npeu.ox.ac.uk

UKOSS Study Day 2026 
– watch this space!

We will let you know as 
soon as a date has been 
set for the next UKOSS 
Study Day.

21st 
Birthday



Email:  ukoss@npeu.ox.ac.uk   Web:  www.npeu.ox.ac.uk/ukoss
Admin team:  01865 617764

Studies are additionally funded by Elizabeth Garrett Anderson Hospital Charity, portfolio funders to the RECOVERY 
and REMAP-CAP Trials and Tommy’s Charity 

@NPEU_UKOSS @ukoss.bsky.socialFollow us

Come and join the UKOSS Steering Committee!
We have an exciting opportunity for a midwife, obstetrician or anaesthetist from 
Scotland to join the Steering Committee as our Scottish Representative.

If you would like to apply, please submit a two page CV and a short covering letter stating why you would like to 
undertake the role to UKOSS at ukoss@npeu.ox.ac.uk
Information about the Steering Committee can be found on our website, but please do contact us at 
ukoss@npeu.ox.ac.uk if you have any questions.

Star Reporters
We would like to thank Liz Harcourt from Glangwilli 
General Hospital for being the first to report in 2026 and 
Elizabeth Penn from St Mary’s Hospital (Manchester) who 
submitted the first completed data collection form in 2026.

Your edible goodies will be in the post very soon!

Meet Simran Sharma, a new member of the UKOSS Steering Committee

What is your current role within the UKOSS Steering Committee?
I am the UKOSS representative for Wales. My role involves contributing to the oversight of national 
surveillance studies, supporting study development and delivery, and helping ensure UKOSS outputs 
are relevant and impactful for clinicians and patients across the UK.
Where do you currently work and what is your job title?
I am an ST7 Specialty Trainee in Obstetrics and Gynaecology at University Hospital of Wales, Cardiff, 
with a specialist interest in maternal medicine.

Can you give a brief overview of your career to date?
I moved to Wales to complete my medical degree at Cardiff University and fell in love with the people and the place! So 
much so that I have undertaken all my postgraduate training in Wales. Alongside clinical training, I have an academic 
background, including an MD degree I was awarded in 2025.  My research so far has focused on maternal sepsis 
and immune-metabolic adaptations in pregnancy. I have been through the publishing process and have secured 
grant funding for ongoing research work. I have been involved in national and international collaborative research 
and aim to carry this on as a consultant. I also have a longstanding interest in leadership and service improvement 
within obstetrics and gynaecology.
How have you found your first few months on the Steering Committee?
I have found the first few months extremely rewarding and intellectually stimulating. It has been a privilege to work 
with a multidisciplinary group of clinicians, researchers, and patient representatives, and to gain insight into how 
large-scale national surveillance studies are developed, delivered, and translated into improvements in maternal 
care.
What do you enjoy most about your role on the Steering Committee?
What I enjoy most is being part of a group that has a tangible impact on improving outcomes for women and babies. 
I particularly value the opportunity to contribute a Welsh perspective, support high-quality study design, and help 
ensure that UKOSS findings inform both clinical practice and future research priorities.
What are your interests/hobbies outside of your working life?
Outside of work, I am a mum to two young children aged two and four, and much of my free time is spent with them. 
I particularly enjoy cooking together as a family, which is a fun (and very messy!) way to spend time together. I also 
love travelling as much I can!

Please remember...
•	 Please keep a record of the case IDs 

for all the cases you report and also the 
corresponding patient details.

•	 It is important that if you change roles or 
retire that you pass on your case list to 
another reporter and make UKOSS aware.


