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Hints and Tips 
RECRUITMENT 

• If you are admitting a baby who meets the gestation criteria and 
is exhibiting signs of respiratory distress, regardless of a need for 
respiratory intervention at this point

• If you are counselling a mother whose baby is being delivered late 
preterm or early term and there is suspicion the infant may need 
neonatal unit admission

Times when 
it may be 

appropriate to 
approach parents 

about SurfON

• If the baby has an oxygen requirement, regardless of a decision 
to commence non-invasive respiratory support

• If the infant is on ncpap or high flow, but is in less than 30% 
oxygen and does not have clinically significant work of breathing

Times when it 
may be appropriate 

to approach and 
consent, but not 

randomise to 
SurfON

• If the infant is on ncpap or highflow and has significant work of 
breathing, regardless of oxygen requirement

• If the infant meets the entry criteria, but enrolment may mean the 
infant could subsequently need transferring out

Times when it 
is appropriate 

to consent and 
randomise to 

SurfON
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Think
early!
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for babies to reach 30% O² 
requirements for eligibility! 

of any infants with clinically 
significant work of breathing of 

34+0 – 38+6 weeks gestation ≤24 hours old

DON’T WAIT 

APPROACH PARENTS



This study is funded by the National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) [Health Technology Assessment (HTA) (project reference 17/89/07)]. The views expressed are those of the author(s) and not necessarily those of the NIHR or the Department of Health and Social Care.

Study team contact details
  01865 289 437/738/599   surfon@npeu.ox.ac.uk

www.npeu.ox.ac.uk/surfon

Not for display in an area accessible by the patients or public

SurfON Simple Think Poster v1.0, 03-Mar-2021 REC Ref: 20/EM/0003 IRAS ID: 269023

Think SurfON 

Approach
parents

of babies 34+0 - 38+6 weeks gestation, 
exhibiting signs of respiratory distress

Recruit

Think
early!Think

early!




