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1. Conducting Reviews
Table 1.1: Number of reviews and the percentage of deaths where a review has been carried out 

using the PMRT by year, England 2018 to 2022 (as at 29th September 2023)
Type of death

Stillbirths & late 
miscarriages 

n (%)

Neonatal deaths 
 

n (%)

Total 
 

n (%)
2018
Review at least started 2,256 (85%) 1,094 (80%) 3,350 (83%)
Review published* 2,069 (78%) 889 (65%) 2,958 (74%)
2019
Review at least started 2,458 (98%) 1,330 (99%) 788 (99%)
Review published* 2,293 (92%) 1,128 (90%) 3,421 (91%)
2020
Review at least started 2,277 (91%) 1,273 (96%) 3,550 (98%)
Review published* 2,163 (95%) 1,086 (82%) 3,249 (90%)
2021
Review at least started** 2,459 (99%) 1,391 (99%) 3,850 (99%)
Review published** 2,185 (88%) 1,024 (73%) 3,209 (83%)
2022
Review at least started** 2,240 (99%) 1,445 (99%) 3,685 (99%)
Review published** 2,017 (89%) 1,190 (82%) 3,207 (86%)

*Published means that the review is complete, has been closed and the final report has been produced 

**Percentages based on the notifications of eligible deaths to the MBRRACE-UK system as at 29th Sept 2023; some deaths in 
2022 may not have been notified and some of the reviews will still be in progress at this stage of reporting

Table 1.2: Number of reviews and the percentage of deaths where a review has been carried out 
using the PMRT by year, Scotland 2018 to 2022 (as at 29th September 2023)

Type of death
Stillbirths & late 

miscarriages 
n (%)

Neonatal deaths 
 

n (%)

Total 
 

n (%)
2018
Review at least started 93 (45%) 35 (38%) 128 (43%)
Review published* 59 (29%) 27 (29%) 86 (29%)
2019
Review at least started 160 (82%) 65 (75%) 225 (80%)
Review published* 127 (65%) 53 (61%) 225 (80%)
2020
Review at least started 162 (81%) 51 (56%) 213 (73%)
Review published* 150 (75%) 44 (48%) 194 (67%)
2021
Review at least started** 163 (88%) 76 (62%) 239 (78%)
Review published** 148 (80%) 49 (40%) 197 (64%)
2022
Review at least started** 162 (89%) 62 (63%) 224 (80%)
Review published** 116 (64%) 44 (44%) 160 (57%)

*Published means that the review is complete, has been closed and the final report has been produced 

**Percentages based on the notifications of eligible deaths to the MBRRACE-UK system as at 29th Sept 2023; some deaths in 
2022 may not have been notified and some of the reviews will still be in progress at this stage of reporting
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Table 1.3: Number of reviews and the percentage of deaths where a review has been carried out 
using the PMRT by year, Wales 2018 to 2022 (as at 29th September 2023)

Type of death
Stillbirths & late 

miscarriages 
n (%)

Neonatal deaths 
 

n (%)

Total 
 

n (%)
2018
Review at least started 92 (72%) 47 (78%) 139 (74%)
Review published* 75 (59%) 24 (40%) 99 (53%)
2019
Review at least started 93 (73%) 73 (99%) 166 (82%)
Review published* 67 (52%) 43 (58%) 110 (54%)
2020
Review at least started 97 (89%) 65 (100%) 162 (87%)
Review published* 89 (82%) 30 (51%) 119 (71%)
2021
Review at least started** 97 (80%) 55 (100%) 152 (87%)
Review published** 58 (48%) 6 (11%) 64 (37%)
2022
Review at least started** 99 (82%) 59 (100%) 158 (88%)
Review published** 84 (69%) 13 (22%) 97 (54%)

*Published means that the review is complete, has been closed and the final report has been produced 

**Percentages based on the notifications of eligible deaths to the MBRRACE-UK system as at 29th Sept 2023; some deaths in 
2022 may not have been notified and some of the reviews will still be in progress at this stage of reporting

Table 1.4: Number of reviews and the percentage of deaths where a review has been carried out 
using the PMRT by year, Northern Ireland 2020 to 2022 (as at 29th September 2023)

Type of death
Stillbirths & late 

miscarriages 
n (%)

Neonatal deaths 
 

n (%)

Total 
 

n (%)
2020Ұ
Review at least started 73 (84%) 23 (35%) 96 (63%)
Review published* 43 (49%) 11 (17%) 54 (35%)
2021
Review at least started** 81 (77%) 20 (30%) 101 (59%)
Review published** 23 (22%) 3 (4%) 26 (15%)
2022
Review at least started** 80 (94%) 30 (48%) 110 (74%)
Review published** 76 (89%) 19 (30%) 95 (64%)

ҰTrusts in Northern Ireland adopted the PMRT for the conduct of reviews during autumn 2019. As a consequence the reviews 
carried out in Northern Ireland in 2019 and 2020 were during the implementation phase of the use of the PMRT and few reviews 
were completed or published in 2019. This table therefore only includes information about reviews carried out from January 
2020 

*Published means that the review is complete, has been closed and the final report has been produced 

**Percentages based on the notifications of eligible deaths to the MBRRACE-UK system as at 29th Sept 2023; some deaths in 
2022 may not have been notified and some of the reviews will still be in progress at this stage of reporting 
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Table 3.5: The most common issues with care identified during end of life care, for the five time 
periods from Jan 2018 to Feb 2023

Issue group

Reviews Jan 
2018 to Feb 

2019

Reviews Mar 
2019 to Feb 

2020

Reviews Mar 
2020 to Feb 

2021

Reviews Mar 
2021 to Feb 

2022

Reviews Mar 
2022 to Feb 

2023
Number of 

reviews with 
each issue

N=346
n (%)

Number of 
reviews with 
each issue

N=1,086
n (%)

Number of 
reviews with 
each issue

N=1,381
n (%)

Number of 
reviews with 
each issue 

N=1,389
n (%)

Number of 
reviews with 
each issue 

N=548
n (%)

Post-mortem not 
discussed with parents 
prior to the baby’s death

52 (15%) 151 (14%) 217 (16%) 237 (17%) 209 (38%)

Organ donation not 
discussed with parents 
despite no specific 
contraindications

82 (24%) 209 (19%) 225 (16%) 184 (13%) 167 (30%)

Inadequate 
documentation 57 (16%) 180 (17%) 114 (8%) 117 (8%) 153 (28%)

Table 3.6: The most common issues with care identified after the baby had died, for the five time 
periods from Jan 2018 to Feb 2023

Issue group

Reviews Jan 
2018 to Feb 

2019

Reviews Mar 
2019 to Feb 

2020

Reviews Mar 
2020 to Feb 

2021

Reviews Mar 
2021 to Feb 

2022

Reviews Mar 
2022 to Feb 

2023
Number of 

reviews
(N=1,500)

n (%)

Number of 
reviews
N=3,693

n (%)

Number of 
reviews
N=3,981

n (%)

Number of 
reviews
N=4,199

n (%)

Number of 
reviews
N=4,111

n (%)
Baby had to be 
transferred elsewhere for 
a post-mortem

--* 546 (15%) 1,024 (26%) 1,081 (64%)** 1,057 (26%)

Placental histology was 
performed but not by 
a perinatal/paediatric 
pathologist

177 (12%) 351 (10%) 287 (7%) 275 (7%) 279 (7%)

The placenta was not 
sent for histological 
examination

38 (3%) 136 (4%) 132 (3%) 99 (2%) 87 (2%)

The parents were not 
offered a hospital post-
mortem

16 (1%) 63 (2%) 77 (2%) 41 (1%) 44 (1%)

It is not possible to 
assess from the notes 
whether the parents 
were offered a hospital 
post-mortem

19 (1%) 39 (1%) 30 (1%) 46 (1%) 40 (1%)

The placenta was 
sent for histological 
examination but there is 
no result in the notes

27 (2%) 52 (1%) 40 (1%) 34 (1%) 41 (1%)

The parents consented 
to a full or limited post-
mortem examination but 
this was not carried out

17 (1%) 7 (<1%) 4 (<1%) 9 (<1%) 2 (<1%)

*Not reported in 2018-19
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Table 3.7: The most common issues with bereavement care* identified from Aug 2020 to Feb 2023

Issue group

Reviews Aug 
2020 to Feb 

2021

Reviews Mar 
2021 to Feb 

2022
Reviews Mar 2022 to Feb 2023

Number of 
reviews 
N=2,322*

n (%)

Number of 
reviews 
N=4,199

n (%)

Number 
of reviews 

of late 
miscarriages 
and stillbirths

N=2,631
n (%)

Number of 
reviews of 
neonatal 
deaths

N=1,180
n (%)

Number of 
all reviews 

N=4,111
n (%)

Policy, support and practical help to take 
their baby home was not available 542 (24%) 917 (22%) 459 (17%) 289 (24%) 748 (18%)

Inadequate documentation regarding 
taking the baby home 413 (18%) 566 (13%) 312 (12%) 201 (17%) 513 (12%)

Inadequate documentation regarding 
access to a cold cot 237 (10%) 321 (8%) 77 (3%) 144 (12%) 221 (5%)

Inadequate documentation regarding 
transfer to mortuary care 187 (8%) 306 (7%) 111 (4%) 100 (8%) 211 (5%)

Location and quality of the bereavement 
suite inadequate including being 
affected by service modifications due to 
the pandemic**

207 (9%) 267 (6%) 243 (9%) 104 (9%) 347 (8%)

Inadequate documentation to tell if 
bereavement care respected cultural, 
religious and spiritual wishes of the 
parents

134 (6%) 228 (5%) 124 (5%) 107 (9%) 231 (6%)

Bereavement care adversely affected 
by service modifications due to the 
pandemic**

-- 218 (5%) 82 (3%) 34 (3%) 116 (3%)

Inadequate documentation to tell if 
bereavement care provided included 
practical help and/or emotional support

95 (4%) 169 (4%) 76 (3%) 80 (7%) 156 (4%)

Inadequate documentation to 
assess the location and quality of the 
bereavement care

149 (4%) 50 (2%) 128 (11%) 178 (4%)

Poor quality of the bereavement care 
offered 64 (3%) 118 (3%) 51 (2%) 92 (8%) 143 (3%)

Inadequate documentation to tell if 
a named contact for questions after 
bereavement was identified

69 (3%) 83 (2%) 25 (1%) 29 (2%)

Bereavement checklist was not included 
in the notes 51 (3%) 110 (3%) 60 (2%) 79 7%) 139 (3%)

Parents were not offered the use of a 
cold cot 36 68 (2%) 11 (<1%) 54 (5%) 65 (2%)

Bereavement care did not provide 
practical health and/or emotional 
support

63 (2%) 36 (3%) 99 (2%)

Bereavement care not provided by 
trained staff 42 (2%) 16 (1%) 58 (1%)

A named contact was not identified for 
questions after discharge/inadequate 
documentation to tell if a named contact 
was identified 

67 (3%) 42 (4%) 109 (3%)

Other*** 135 314 (7%) 59 (2%) 95 (8%) 154 (4%)**

*Bereavement care questions were incorporated into the PMRT in August 2020

**Specific pandemic related questions were incorporated into the PMRT in August 2020

*** Includes six additional issues each affecting 50 or fewer reviews overall
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Table 3.8: The eight most common issues with care identified as due to the impact of the 
Covid-19 pandemic*, Aug 2020 to Feb 2023

Issue group

Reviews Aug 2020 
to Feb 2021

Reviews Mar 2021 
to Feb 2020

Reviews Mar 2022 
to Feb 2023

Number and 
percentage of 

reviews 
N=2,322*

n (%)

Number and 
percentage of 

reviews 
N=4,199

n (%)

Number and 
percentage of 

reviews 
N=4,111

n (%)
Services changes which affected 
smoking assessment and 
management of exposure to 
tobacco

2,440 (58%) 871 (21%)

The pandemic affected how 
women accessed maternity care 114 (5%) 141 (3%) 63 (2%)

Bereavement care adversely 
affected by service modifications 
due to the pandemic

90 (4%) 89 (2%) 52 (1%)

Questions about domestic abuse 
not asked due to remote delivery 
of booking care

63 (3%) 102 (2%) 126 (3%)

The opportunity to take their 
baby home after death was not 
available

44 (2%) 58 (1%) 7 (<1%)

Location and quality of the 
bereavement care adversely 
affected by the pandemic

34 (2%) 36 (1%) 11 (<1%)

Serial scans for high risk of fetal 
growth restriction not available 
due to changes to service 
provision

17 (1%) 29 (1%) 8 (<1%)

Standard and further postnatal 
investigations were indicated but 
not offered

15 (1%) 22 (1%) 8 (<1%)

*SARS-CoV-2 and COVID related questions were incorporated into the PMRT in August 2020
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