
Summer 2018 Newsletter

Recruitment Update 
Congratulations, Baby-OSCAR recruitment passed 

babies.

This is more than one-third of the way to our recruitment target. Thank you for helping 
us reach this important milestone this hot summer. The thermometer is soaring. 
Special congratulations to the Birmingham Women’s team for recruiting the 250th 
twin participant! 
We are still aiming for our monthly target of one baby per site per month and it 
is reassuring that more sites are now meeting this target. Screening rates are high 
and show strong site engagement, so we just need more eligible babies to recruit to 
target. Please continue to do as many ECHOs as you can to increase the number of 
potentially eligible babies at your site. 

Issue 8

Celebrating Recruitment Milestones 
 Top recruiters by monthly rate:

1. Queen Charlotte’s and Chelsea Hospital 
– 1.72 babies/month

2. St Mary’s Manchester Hospital 
– 1.26 babies/month

3. James Cook University Hospital 
– 1.18 babies/month

4. Liverpool Women’s Hospital 
– 1.11 babies/month
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Baby-OSCAR Trial Recruitment

Screening Logs 
We provide a regular update to our Funder about recruitment and screening rates. In order to be able to 
provide accurate figures of site activity we need the electronic screening logs to be updated regularly. 
Please enter all screened babies within a week from the date screened. Remember to enter 
those enrolled in the trial as well. 



ECHO Worksheet 
We’ve developed an ECHO worksheet to help you record PDA readings 
while assessing eligibility. 
Some sites have already received electronic copies and we will circulate 
hard copies in the next Document update
You do not need to send these forms back to the trial office – they are there 
to make life a bit easier for those recording the ECHO readings.

Correct ECHO Machine Set Up 
1. Use appropriate gain settings while measuring PDA diameter on the colour flow Doppler.
2. While saving the ECHO images for uploading, the images should ideally be anonymised 

(although they will be on NHS server) and can be saved in DICOM or PC format. This is a 
requirement for the audit as specified in our Protocol and we’d like to thank all those who 
upload the images. 

3. Please refer to the ECHO workbook available in the document box or contact the trial team if 
in doubt.

Parent Podcast
Baby-OSCAR podcast about PDA and prematurity 
is now available on the NPEU YouTube channel and 
on our website in the Parent Resources Section. The 
podcast is particularly beneficial for parents to help 
them understand  what a PDA is and just how important 
our research is. We hope that together with the PIL it will 
make parent’s decision to enter the trial easier.

Informed Consent Checklist 
Approaching parents in the right way is important to increase the chances of parents agreeing to 
enrol baby into a trial.
The research nurses at St Mary’s Hospital, Manchester have praised the usefulness of the consent 
checklist not just for Baby-OSCAR but for other trials as well. The list is very comprehensive and 
ensuring that all points are covered with parents has made consent taking an easier process with lots 
of success. Well done to the team there for zero parental declines and for memorizing the checklist! 
You can find the checklist in the Baby-OSCAR Document Box or email us and we will send you a copy.



2 Year Follow-up 
As you all know the follow-up element of the trial is vitally important. The 
follow-up of the pilot babies is in progress and we are still expecting several 
questionnaires to be returned by parents. The trial team has contacted 
the recruiting centres regarding babies for which a questionnaire has not 
been completed yet asking for up-to-date contact details and discharge 
summaries.
Going forward, can we ask you that when you see parents who enrolled 
their baby/ies in the trial, that you remind them of the follow-up phase and 
that they will be asked to complete a questionnaire about their baby’s health.

1st Birthday Cards
Babies recruited into the main trial are reaching their first birthdays. To celebrate 
this milestone we are sending parents birthday cards to remind them of the 
trial. When babies approach two years we will be contacting parents again 
asking them to complete the two year follow up questionnaire. To maximize 
our response rates, we will be sending you hospital posters for public display.

Welcome to the first Baby-OSCAR Newsletter August 2018

We hope your baby is doing well.
Your baby participated in Baby-
OSCAR and is now reaching their 
first birthday; we would therefore 
like to update you on your valuable 
input into this important research.

Happy

Birthday!
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Collaborators’ 
Meeting

Wednesday 12th September

2018

Baby-OSCAR is funded by the National Institute for Health Research HTA 
Programme (project reference 11/92/15)

Lunch and refreshments will be provided.
Reasonable travel expenses will be reimbursed.
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Marketa Laube 
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Phone: 01865 617965
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Doctors’ Rotations 
With the upcoming doctors’ rotation, do let us know if you’d like us to send you some materials to 
promote the trial, such as posters, eligibility cards, summary protocols, etc. We also have pens, 
coasters and are ordering some post it notes. 
Please remember to update your Training logs and send us the updated and signed off Delegation 
logs when new staff have joined your local Baby-OSCAR team.

Baby-OSCAR 2 Year Form Page 1 of 12 v2.0, 10-Jul-2018

Your child’s health and development at 2 years

No one knows your child like you do. That is why we would like you to tell us how your 
child is getting on now they are 2 years of age.

The questions in this booklet ask about your child’s health and development and about any 
extra care your child has had since being discharged home from the neonatal unit. All of 
this information is very important for the study.

The information you provide will be treated in the strictest confidence and will not be 
shown to anyone outside the study. For more information on how we process and protect 
your data, please see our privacy notice available at www.npeu.ox.ac.uk/ctu

If you would like to complete this questionnaire online, your personal access code can be 
found in the letter we sent with this questionnaire.

If you need any help completing the questionnaire, or have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact the Co-ordinating Centre on 01865 617 965.

Name of person completing this form (Print):

Relationship to child (Print):

Date form completed:  D D  /   M M  /   Y Y
Day Month Year

Name

Study number



Spotlight on Data Collection 
Form 4: 36 Week Form
Please ensure that for all babies who do not have the oxygen reduction test, you have completed all 
of question C3, regardless of the baby’s eligibility to have the test, as shown in the example below:

Baby-OSCAR Form 4: 36 Week Form Page 3 of 4 Version 2.0, 8-Dec-2016

Baby-OSCAR study number: 

Section D: Oxygen Reduction Test
D1. What was the date of the test? D D  /   M M  /   Y Y

Day Month Year

D2. What was the amount of oxygen before starting test?  % OR  .    L/min
D3. Was the baby able to maintain saturations ≥ 91% for 10 minutes 

in air? Yes  No 
If No, how much oxygen did the baby require to maintain 
saturations for ≥ 91%  % OR  .    L/min

D4. Was the test stopped prematurely due to clinical deterioration? Yes  No 

Section E: Cerebral
E1. While in this hospital did the baby have any cerebral ultrasound scans at 

36 weeks of PMA? Yes  No 
 Date of scan: D D  /   M M  /   Y Y

Day Month Year

If Yes, identify below any abnormalities seen on the scan in this hospital 

Tick at least one box in each column: Left Right

None of the abnormalities listed below seen

Intraventricular Haemorrhage (IVH), Grade I or II without ventricular dilatation

Severe Intraventricular Haemorrhage (IVH) with ventricular dilatation (Grade III)

Intraventricular Haemorrhage (IVH) with intraparenchymal abnormality (Grade IV)

Hydrocephalus (ventricular index > 4 mm above 97th centile*)

Cystic Periventricular Leukomalacia (PVL)∆

Non-cystic PVL∆

Other white matter injury, please specify 

C2. Has the baby been in oxygen > 21% and/or received respiratory support (nCPAP / 
nasal ventilation / humidified high flow nasal cannula therapy)? Yes  No 

 Total number of days of any respiratory support 
C3. Was an oxygen reduction test carried out at 36 weeks of PMA?  

 Yes  If Yes, please complete Section D No 
If No, please state the main reason why the test was not performed:

 Baby has Mild BPD
 Baby has Severe BPD
 Other, please specify: 

If oxygen reduction test not done in an otherwise eligible baby
i. What was the oxygen requirement at 36 weeks of PMA?  

  % OR  .    L/min

ii.  Date oxygen requirement recorded: D D  /   M M  /   Y Y
Day Month Year

 Now complete section E


4 7





4 0

2 4 0 4 1 8

Reminder: Form 4 should be completed on discharge (home) or at 36 weeks, whichever is sooner.

Form 3: ECHO Results around 3 weeks of age
If the baby is transferred before 3 weeks and you did not carry out an ECHO before they were 
transferred could you please check Badger (or electronic records) to see if an ECHO was performed 
at the receiving hospital and collect the data for Form 3.  

Form 6: Baby Outcomes (at this hospital)
Questions B2 i and ii – If the answer to B2 ‘While in this hospital, was the baby screened for 
Retinopathy of Prematurity (ROP)’ is YES then B2 ii ‘Has the ROP been treated?’ must be answered.

NPEU Clinical Trials Unit 
National Perinatal Epidemiology Unit, University of Oxford 

Old Road Campus, Oxford, OX3 7LF

 01865 617 965  01865 289 740 
 baby-oscar@npeu.ox.ac.uk  www.npeu.ox.ac.uk/baby-oscar

If you have any questions or concerns please do contact the trial team at the NPEU.
Marketa Laube, Trial Manager, 01865 617965, baby-oscar@npeu.ox.ac.uk

Thank you for your continued hard work in support 
of the Baby-OSCAR Trial.

GDPR 2018 
To comply with the GDPR 2018 we are in the process of updating our PILs and Consent Forms. 
Once finalised, we will be sending out new versions to you. Watch the space for new documents and 
please do let us know if your address has changed to make sure we send the new document to 
the correct place.


