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What is Baby-OSCAR? 
A placebo-controlled trial of ibuprofen for the closure 
of a patent ductus arteriosus of at least 1.5 mm 
diameter in pre-term babies born between 23+0 
and 28+6 weeks gestation. For further information, 
please visit our website at:
https://www.npeu.ox.ac.uk/baby-oscar

Launching the Main Trial 
After the longer than anticipated break following the trial pilot phase, we were extremely excited to 
launch the Baby-OSCAR main trial phase in February 2017. As soon as the IMP was released and 
we had all the necessary REC, MHRA and HRA approvals in place, we were able to begin opening 
sites up and down the country. Here in the Trial Co-ordinating office we are still busy opening sites, 
with 19 open to date! Thank you all for your patience as we worked through the many delays, it was 
great that so many of you expressed your relief along with us when we finally got there.
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Recruitment to date 
Congratulations, Baby-OSCAR recruitment has passed   79  babies!
Birmingham Women’s Hospital got us off to a flying start by recruiting the first baby to the main trial 
and Bradford Royal Infirmary was the first non-pilot site to recruit. May Day Bank Holiday was a 
bumper weekend for recruitment, with 5 babies enrolled over 5 sites. With thanks to the hard work 
that you are all putting in screening, scanning and consenting babies, we’ve been reaching our 
recruitment targets ever since. We are dependent on the co-operation of parents to enable us to 
conduct research and so we are incredibly grateful to parents for allowing their babies to take part 
in Baby-OSCAR.



Interesting fact 
When you laugh, the lining of your blood vessel walls relaxes and expands, Krasuski says. So have 
a good giggle. Your heart will thank you. 

Meet the trial team 
Nina Jamieson left the Trial in July 2017 to commence an exciting post facilitating research in 
developing countries. We express our thanks to her for all her hard work managing the Baby-OSCAR 
Trial.

Marketa Laube, Trial Co-ordinator and Nina’s successor has joined the team. Both Nina 
and Marketa have been meeting to ensure the trial will continue to run as smoothly as 
possible during this transitional period, as the trial co-ordinating centre continues to work 
towards getting 35 sites open as quickly as possible.

Recruitment to date continued 
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Birmingham Heartlands Hospital Birmingham Women's Hospital

Bradford Royal Infirmary Burnley General Hospital

James Cook University Hospital Jessop Wing, Sheffield

Leeds General Infirmary Leicester Royal Infirmary

Liverpool Women's Hospital Luton & Dunstable University Hospital

Norfolk and Norwich University Hospital Royal Preston Hospital

St George's Hospital, London University Hospital Coventry

University Hospital of North Tees

You can get up-to-date recruitment information on the recruitment page of our website:
https://www.npeu.ox.ac.uk/baby-oscar/recruitment

MONTHLY
TARGET

1 - 3
babies per site 



Spotlight on data form completion 
Form 3: ECHO Results around 3 weeks of age – Section B
We are getting a lot of data queries raised because B1 is answered “yes” but the date given in B2 is 
not between 18-24 days of age. Please tick “yes” if the date of the ECHO is between 18 and 24 
days of age. If you tick “no”, you can still record the details of the ECHO that was performed closest 
to the 3 week window, detailing in B7 why it was done before 18 days or after 24 days. For example, 
you would carry out the ECHO early if the baby is being transferred to another site before the ECHO 
is due. The ECHO might also be delayed if the baby is too sick.

Form 1: Trial Entry – Question E8: preferred method of contact
This information is really useful for knowing how to best keep in touch with the families between their 
discharge and completing the follow-up questionnaire at 2 years.

Babies are now beginning to be discharged home and we are able to follow up with a going home 
letter and small gift of a Baby-OSCAR bib. We like to keep in touch with the parents so that we can 
get a high response to the 2 year follow-up questionnaire. For this reason, please remember to hand 
out the Change of Address cards so they can inform us of any change in contact details. In order to 
help them complete the 2 year questionnaire, it would be helpful if you could remind parents to keep 
a record of hospital and GP visits. You should have copies of the Red Book Inserts in your document 
box that you can also explain and give to the parents.



NPEU Clinical Trials Unit 
National Perinatal Epidemiology Unit, University of Oxford 

Old Road Campus, Oxford, OX3 7LF

 01865 617 965  01865 289 740 
 baby-oscar@npeu.ox.ac.uk 

 www.npeu.ox.ac.uk/baby-oscar

Trial Co-ordinating Team 
Professor Samir Gupta, Chief Investigator and Professor of Neonatology, Durham University
Marketa Laube, Baby-OSCAR Trial Co-ordinator
Karen Gillham, Baby-OSCAR Trial Data Co-ordinator / Administrative Assistant
Jennifer Bell, Medical Statistician
David Murray, Senior Trials Programmer

Continuing Care Sites – we need you! 
Transfer is usually the trickiest part of data collection. We collect primary outcome data on babies 
at 36 weeks’ post-menstrual age, by which time many of the babies are able to be transferred into a 
shared care site. In order to help with data collection, we need as many sites on board as Continuing 
Care Sites as possible. If you are a Recruiting Centre, you can help by letting us know now which 
hospitals you generally transfer babies to so that we can focus our attention on gaining approval 
for these sites. You also get an opportunity in Form 1: Trial Entry to indicate if and where a baby 
might be likely to transfer to. Finally, you need to contact the Trial Co-ordinating Centre as soon as 
conveniently possible to inform us of a planned or actual transfer. As the Trial gets under way, you 
will be more familiar with the transfer process and approved sites and hopefully be able to maintain 
a good relationship with the research teams within your local networks.
For a full list of continuing care sites please visit the website:
https://www.npeu.ox.ac.uk/baby-oscar/centres/continuing-care-sites

B’OSCARs 
B’OSCARs are the Baby-OSCAR version of the Oscars used 
in the film industry in recognition of outstanding performance. 
This summer, there are three B’OSCARs being awarded for 
recognition of achieving milestones. They are:
1. Luton & Dunstable University Hospital
2. St George’s Hospital
3. Leeds General Infirmary
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Thank you for your continued hard work in support of the Baby-OSCAR trial.


