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Guidance Sheet 5: Transfer of babies  
to other hospitals for continuing care 
 

 Trial activities (e.g. data collection or 36 week oxygen reduction test) can only be carried 
out at hospitals that have the necessary authorisations (i.e. Trust R&D approval). It is 
therefore important that you notify the Trial Co-ordinating Centre of any transfer as soon 
as it is considered. 

 

 You are asked in Form 1 to list all hospitals that the baby may be transferred to so that 
the Trial Office can anticipate transfers and obtain authorisations in advance. All NHS 
Trusts in England and Wales have been notified that Baby-OSCAR is recruiting and that 
we may urgently need to obtain authorisations. 

 

 You can check hospitals that are participating (and those that are not) in the Baby-OSCAR 
trial by going to the Baby-OSCAR website (http://www.npeu.ox.ac.uk/baby-oscar) and 
selecting the ‘Participating sites’ link.  

 

 If the hospital the baby is being transferred to is not listed there or is listed as ‘NHS 
Permission NOT granted’ then they do not have the necessary authorisations and you 
should contact the Trial Co-ordinating Centre immediately. 

 
As well as alerting the Trial Office of transfers, the smooth completion of the trial Protocol 
across different hospitals is dependent upon adhering to the following procedure. Any 
transfer for less than 24 hours e.g. for surgery is not classed as a transfer. The responsibility 
for data collection remains with the recruiting site and a separate Form 6 for the brief stay 
does not need to be completed; instead the brief transfer can be incorporated into the one 
Form 6. 
 

 If the transfer is to another Baby-OSCAR approved site (recruiting/continuing care) you 
should ensure: 
1. That the receiving hospital is aware that the baby is in the Baby-OSCAR trial. 
2. That Form 2: Trial Medication is completed and no IMP is sent with the baby. 
3. That the following are completed and sent to the Trial Co-ordinating Centre using a 

FREEPOST envelope from the Baby-OSCAR Documentation Box: 

- Form 6: Baby Transfer, Discharge or Death covering the period that the baby has 
been an inpatient in your hospital. 

 That the Baby-OSCAR Transfer envelope is completed and is transferred with the baby. 
Transfer packs are kept in the Baby-OSCAR Documentation Box. 

 

 If the transfer is planned to a site which does not yet have approval for the Baby-OSCAR 
trial: 

 This must not interfere with the planned timing of the baby’s transfer. 
 If the receiving hospital does not have the necessary authorisations the Baby-

OSCAR Trial Co-ordinating Centre will try to gain these urgently. Please complete 
steps as above and transfer the baby just as you would if the authorisations were 
in place. 

 The Trial Co-ordinating Centre will liaise with the receiving hospital and keep 
them informed as to when they may continue data collection. 

 

http://www.npeu.ox.ac.uk/baby-oscar/
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As soon as it is known that a Baby-OSCAR baby 

may be transferred to another hospital, inform the 

Baby-OSCAR Trial Co-ordinating Centre and check 

whether the hospital is participating in the Baby-

OSCAR trial at http://www.npeu.ox.ac.uk/baby-oscar/ 
Select the ‘Participating sites’ link 

Successful completion of the trial protocol relies on: 
 

 A 36 week oxygen reduction test 
 Completion of Data Collection Forms 

1. Contact the receiving hospital and inform them that the baby is 

in the Baby-OSCAR trial 

2. Ensure Form 2: Trial Medication has been completed. Do not 

send any IMP with the baby. 

3. Carry out a 3 week ECHO and complete Form 3 (if appropriate) 

4. Complete Form 6: Baby Transfer, Discharge or Death 

covering the period that the baby has been an inpatient in your 

hospital 

5. Record (on the transfer envelope) the date of the 36 week 

oxygen reduction test (if appropriate) 

6. Complete the Baby-OSCAR Transfer envelope for transfer 

with the baby 

 

At trial entry provide details in Form 1 

of possible receiving hospitals that the 
baby may be transferred to 

Transfer to sites that do not have approval: 

This must not interfere with the planned timing of the baby’s transfer. 

 

Complete all steps as listed in the box above. 

 

Please let the Co-ordinating centre know and they will do their best to urgently gain 

approvals and will liaise with the recruiting site and continuing care site about the 

best way of obtaining the data required. 

All Sites 

http://www.npeu.ox.ac.uk/baby-oscar/

